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Abstract 
The diploma thesis named British reaction to the Arab Spring events in the context of United 
Kingdom’s relations with Persian Gulf countries is concerned with an impact of the 
revolutionary events of 2011, known as the Arab Spring, on bilateral cooperation between 
United Kingdom on one side and Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates and Oman on the other. 
While using quantitative analysis approach, it depicts how the Persian Gulf developments were 
reflected by prominent British representatives and members of the Cameron coalition 
government. Since the government promised to approach foreign policy matters through a 
liberal-conservative lens and also planned to further deepen its relations with Persian Gulf 
countries, the Arab Spring events can be interpreted as a clear dilemma for British 
policymakers. This thesis aims to answer whether such dilemma forced the government 
officials to re-asses the traditionally warm attitudes towards Persian Gulf and additionally, it 
demonstrates which spheres of their cooperation were threatened the most. Firstly, the bilateral 
relations between United Kingdom and Persian Gulf countries between 1971 and 2010 are 
described. Then, the focus moves towards the Cameron coalition government and its foreign-
policy aims. In its final part, the thesis focuses on British reaction to the Arab Spring events in 
Persian Gulf countries and the areas of cooperation that were influenced by it. 
